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'ej/vrfoS 5 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to cryptographic devices and, in 
particular, to a cryptographic device that can easily, 
P securely and/or irreversibly be customized to provide 

O 10 specified cryptographic functionality. 
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vj 2. Related Art 

CO A "cryptographic device" is a device which can be used 
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to perform cryptographic operations on data. Examples of 
» cryptographic operations include key exchange operations, 

P 15 hash operations, digital signature operations, symmetric 

encryption (secret key) operations, asymmetric (public key) 
UI encryption operations, and key wrapping operations (for both 

symmetric and asymmetric keys) . A "cryptographic 
characteristic" is an attribute of the manner in which a 
20 cryptographic operation is performed. An example of a 

cryptographic characteristic is the length of a cryptographic 
key. The cryptographic operations and cryptographic 
characteristics of a cryptographic device are sometimes 
referred to herein as the "cryptographic functionality" of 
25 the cryptographic device. The cryptographic functionality of 
a cryptographic device can be implemented by a computer 
processor executing instructions and/or accessing data stored 
on a data storage device. Herein, such instructions and/or 
data are sometimes referred to, singly or collectively, as 
30 "code." 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a typical way of producing 
and using a cryptographic device. Initially, as shown by 
block 101, a cryptographic device is "produced." As used 
herein, at the end of "production" of a cryptographic device, 
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